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WOOROLOO PRISON FARM — PRISON-BASED PRE-APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 
MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen — Minister for Corrective Services) [12.06 pm]: Western Australia is 
leading the way in employment for ex-prisoners, with the nation’s first prison-based pre-apprenticeship training 
program at Wooroloo Prison Farm. I was at Wooroloo yesterday for the graduation of 10 offenders who have 
completed a 12-week pre-apprenticeship in bricklaying—a pilot project for what I hope will become a 
widespread program in Western Australian prisons. 

This program was conducted by training provider Silver Trowel and is an excellent example of how working 
relationships between the state government and industry can benefit the community. As part of the course, 
prisoners spent five weeks on community work experience, facilitated by a local construction company Avon 
Valley Constructions. This work involved prisoners going out to construction sites around the Northam and 
Goomalling areas and helping builders on the various construction jobs in those areas. This gave them valuable 
hands-on experience on actual building sites and gave the builders a chance to assess these young men, who are 
close to their release date, as prospective employees. 

Research has consistently shown that prisoners who can be gainfully employed after their release are much less 
likely to reoffend. A prisoner walking out of prison with a recognised qualification in a trade that is welcoming 
of ex-offenders and needs employees is well on the way to a law-abiding lifestyle. This greatly reduces the 
likelihood of reoffending and, by association, improves community safety, which is a key priority of this state 
government. 

The feedback that I received yesterday from the WA building industry is that it is very excited about prisoner 
programs such as these, as it knows the participants have been trained to its specifications. The record shows that 
the Carpenter government is building Western Australia. It is constructing a framework of opportunities for 
offenders through educational and vocational training initiatives, and this government is building for the future 
by ensuring healthier and safer communities through our health and our law and order programs. 

There is a nice juxtaposition here. The Carpenter government is building Western Australia, and these offenders 
are turning their lives around by learning building skills that will help them lead crime-free, socially productive 
lives. If members will pardon the pun, these offenders are laying the foundation for their futures, and I commend 
them for it. I also commend the other participants who paved the way for this program; that is, Avon Valley 
Constructions, the Department of Education and Training, the Australian Brick and Block Laying Training 
Foundation, Silver Trowel Trade Training and Mercy Employment. We will continue to look at training 
opportunities for Western Australian prisoners for the benefit of industry, the prisoners, their families and the 
wider community.  
 


